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Willem Einthoven distinguishes five different phases (deflections) of electrical current shown in an electrocardiogram, which
henames P,Q,R,Sand T

Augustus D. Waller presents the first electrocardiogram at the International Congress of Psychology in Basle
Conrad Roentgen discovers a new type of radiation, the so-called X-rays. This is the beginning of imaging technology in
medicine

The first modern and practical respirator, called the «iron lung», is invented by Harvard medical researcher Philip Drinker,
assisted by Louis Agassiz Shaw

Engineer, Harry Jennings, built the first folding, tubular steel wheelchair. That was the earliest wheelchair similar to what is in
use today

The first heart-lung machine is built by physician John Heysham Gibbon

First utilization of hem dialysis machines for blood cleansing

Canadian John Hopps invents the first cardiac pacemaker

George K. McKee implants the first steel hip endoprosthesis

First application of ultrasound in the field of medical technology

Cecelia Bavolek becomes the first to successfully undergo open-heart bypass surgery, with the machine totally supporting
her heart and lung functions for more than half the duration

Becton, Dickinson and Company create the first mass-produced disposable syringe and needle, produced in glass
Straumann Institute is established for development of new metal alloys, testing of material properties and
investigation of practical applications

Earl Bakken, co-founder of Medtronic, develops the first wearable, external cardiac pacemaker

The four Swiss surgeons Maurice E. Miller, Martin Allgower, Robert Schneider and Hans Willenegger found the
«Arbeitsgemeinschaft fiir Osteosynthesefragen». AO today represents the world’s leading knowledge organisation
in osteosynthesis

The world’s first cardiac pacemaker, developed by Siemens, is implanted in a critically ill heart patient in Sweden

Thomas Fogarty invents the «medical industry standard» balloon embolectomy catheter

The inventor of the coronary stent, Charles Dotter, develops his first stent that is implanted in a dog

First medical examinations with computer tomography are performed

Robert S. Ledley is granted for a «diagnostic X-ray system» also known as CAT scan

First diagnosis with positron emission tomography (PET)

At the University Hospital Zurich, Andreas Gruntzig carries out the first successful coronary angioplasty (PTCA) on
an awake human

First use of engine-driven insulin pumps providing a steady insulin supply

In Baltimore, surgeons succeed in first implantation of a defibrillator, an electronic device to monitor and correct heart rhythm
disturbances

Seattle dentist Dr. Barney Clark is the first person implanted with the Jarvik-7, an artificial heart intended to last a lifetime 30
Introduction of the first implantable and programmable neurological stimulation device for the treatment of chronic pain
Roche launches Reflolux, also known as «Accu-Chek», the first device that allows patients to monitor their own
blood glucose levels themselves

First development of engine-driven prosthesis allowing patients to move their fingers

The first patients are treated with a proton therapy at the Paul Schérrer Institut (PSI)

First successful insertion of a stent, a small, lattice-shaped metal tube, in a human coronary artery

Richard Ernst (ETH Zurich) receives the Nobel Prize for Chemistry for his contributions to the development of the
methodology of high-resolution nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) spectroscopy

First freely accessible nuclear magnetic resonance tomograph supplying cross-sectional images without exposing the
patient to radiation (X-rays)

First market approval of a tissue-engineered product (cartilage) in the United States

Launching of CTI Medtech, a federal initiative to promote the collaboration between public institutes and private
companies

In Bern, the association «Medizinal-Cluster Bern (MCB)» is set up

Launching of the platform «Zurich MedNet» which includes 400 companies, research institutes and hospitals

The Swiss Network on Health Technology Assessment SNHTA, is established

In London, a team of surgeons performs the first minimally invasive, robotic-assisted beating-heart coronary bypass graft
The Federation of Swiss medical devices’ trade and industry associations (FASMED) is founded

Market launch of first pill cameras (capsule endoscopy) to diagnose diseases of the small intestine

Swissmedic, the Swiss supervisory authority for therapeutic products, is founded

Kurt Wuathrich (ETH Zurich) receives the Nobel Prize for Chemistry for his development of nuclear magnetic
resonance spectroscopy for determining the three-dimensional structure of biological macromolecules in solution
First approval for drug-coated stents which greatly decrease the rates of restenosis

Market launch of first digital cardiac pacemakers

After many years of testing, the FDA approves the first bone cement containing antibiotics

Opening of the Life Science Incubator «biotop» in Schlieren near Zurich

First FDA approval for an artificial disc (Charité) for treatments of patients with degenerative disc diseases

The Swiss Stock Exchange introduces the first two sector-specific indices: the SXI LIFE SCIENCE® and a focused
SXI Bio+Medtech®

First approval for Merci Retriever, a medical device for the removal of brain thrombosis

Launching of the national Medtech’ Internet portal: swiss-medtech.org

A pilot project with electronic health cards involving 2’500 insureds, 40 pharmacies, 33 doctors and 7 hospitals
starts in Lugano

T Scientific contributions coming from Switzerland
U Infrastructure / political contributions from Switzerland
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